The Great Gatsby
By F. Scott Fitzgerald


English III

Name______________________________Period___

Discussion Questions about the 1920s:

1. What is most striking about this time period?

2. How do the lives of people then compare to today’s lifestyles?

3. What were some of the difficulties of living in the 1920s? Some of the benefits?

4. What was the attitude of the wealthy toward the poor?

5. What values seemed to be the most important to those living in the Jazz Age?

6. How did Prohibition help increase the presence of organized crime in America?

7. Discuss some of the changes for women in the 1920s. 

8. What were the effects of mass media on the 20s? Discuss the role of advertising.

What to Look For in The Great Gatsby:

A. Characters: Note physical traits and how they are representative of personality. Also consider the significance of the names themselves. See list of characters below.

B. Settings: Note the symbolic significance of the various settings throughout the novel. What takes place at each place?

East/West Egg

Valley of Ashes
     Gatsby’s Home

Buchanan Home

Nick’s Home

     Wilson’s garage

Love-nest Apartment

C. Motifs: Track the development of the following motifs as you read.

      American Dream/Nightmare

Romanticism/Modernism

      Tragic Hero/Tragedy


20s & the Jazz Age

      Fitzgerald’s Life



Role of Women

      Emptiness & Loneliness

New York City & Urban Corruption

      Racism & Class Conflicts

The Self-Made Man/Inventing & Reinventing

      Romantic Illusions


East vs. West

      Innocence vs. Experience                      Gatsby as Fitzgerald’s Double

D. Themes: Track the development of these themes as you read. 

      Failure/Corruption of the American Dream

      The Past and the Inability to Repeat It

      Hope vs. Despair

      Futility of Love in the Modern World

      The Disconnection in Modern America Between Appearances & Reality

      Failure of Language to Communicate Meaning

E. Narrator & Narrative Technique: Note Fitzgerald’s technique in using Nick as a narrator. Nick claims to be objective and non-judgmental. Does he in fact remain this way throughout? Consider the effectiveness of Nick as a narrator and consider his tone. Consider how Fitzgerald employs time and flashback as narrative techniques. Note examples of figurative language, descriptive language, and imagery. Consider the moment of epiphany and who has it. 
F. Symbolism: note symbolic settings, use of color (especially white and green), Daisy’s green light, Dr. T.J. Eckleberg’s eyes, weather, the clock, books
Master List of Characters

Nick Carraway—the narrator. Thirty years old, he is a moralist who becomes a foil to every other character. He lives next door to Gatsby and, thus, becomes Gatsby’s link to Daisy, his cousin.

Jay Gatsby—the title character. A romantic idealist, he devotes his life to amassing wealth which he believes will win Daisy and thus fulfill his dream. 

Daisy Buchanan—Nick’s cousin, Tom’s wife, and Gatsby’s dream girl. Incapable of love, she represents the idolized upper class.

Tom Buchanan—Daisy’s husband. Incapable of feeling guilt or any other emotion, he represents brutality, the moral carelessness of the rich, pseudo-intellectualism, and racism.

Jordan Baker—a friend of Daisy’s from Louisville. A young and compulsively dishonest professional golfer, she is ironically involved with Nick, whose identifying characteristic is honesty. She, too, has no emotions and represents the coldness and cruelty of the rich.

George Wilson—proprietor of a garage in the Valley of Ashes. He represents the fate of the common working man, an “every man” who believes a strong work ethic will eventually capture for him the American Dream. 

Myrtle Wilson—George’s wife. Her vitality attracts Tom. She wants to escape her lower class status, yet has no sense of values. 

Owl-Eyes—a middle-aged “fair-weather” friend of Gatsby’s. 
Pammy Buchanan—daughter of Tom and Daisy. She appears as a possession to be displayed. Always dressed in white like her mother, she represents the shallowness of her parents.

Henry C. Gatz—Gatsby’s father. He is proud of his son’s prosperity.

Meyer Wolfsheim—a representative of the underworld. He has used Gatsby as a front man and is proud of his connections. Gatsby tells Nick that Wolfsheim is the man who fixed the 1919 World Series.

Catherine—Myrtle’s sister. She is always available to have a good time.

Mr. & Mrs. McKee—tenants in an NYC hotel; they attend a party with the main characters. 

Ewing Klipspringer—a “boarder” at Gatsby’s house.

Michaelis—owner of a coffee shop near Wilson’s garage who befriends George.

Mr. Sloane—a neighbor of Gatsby’s who stops by while horseback riding.

Vocabulary: You are responsible for knowing the following vocabulary words within the context that they are used in the novel. These words may appear on future quizzes.

Chapter 1: Fractiousness

Chapter 2: Supercilious

          Feigned



           Contiguous

          Complacency


           Hauteur

          Intimation

Chapter 3: Prodigality

Chapter 4: Punctilious

           Vehemently


           Juxtaposition

           Convivial



           Affectation
Chapter 5: Defunct

Chapter 6: Turgid

           Vestige



           Saunter






           Dilatory
Chapter 7: Affront


Chapter 8: Ravenously

          Inviolate


           Pervaded

                      Intermittent


           Corroborate


          Formidable


           Garrulous







           Amorphous

Chapter 9: Adventitious


           Superfluous


           Jaunty

                       Transitory

Study/Discussion Questions:
Chapter 1:

1. Why is Nick Carraway the narrator? What was Nick’s background? What kind of relationship exists between Nick and the Buchanans? 

2. Nick starts the novel by relaying his father’s advice: “Whenever you feel like criticizing anyone, just remember that all the people in this world haven’t had all the advantages you’ve had.” What advantages does Nick have? Consider if he suspends his judgment in the novel. 

3. What type of job does Nick have? What type of modern job would that be comparable to?

4. Why does Daisy always speak in such exaggerated phrases?

5. What is the significance of Tom’s reference to the book he is reading? What does Tom’s behavior reveal about his character? 

6.Why does Daisy hope her child will be a beautiful fool?

7. Why does Nick feel that Daisy is trying to show off her cynicism? 

8. Why does Daisy describe her youth as a “white girlhood”? 

9. What is the difference between East and West Egg?

10. Who is Gatsby and what do we know about him? Why does Gatsby reach out to the water? 

11. What image does the author use to describe Jordan Baker? What does it mean? How does Nick react to Jordan?

12. Consider the references to people in literature or history in the chapter. What purpose(s) do they serve?

13. Pay attention to time. What is the day and time of year during the first scene at Daisy’s house? 

14. Consider the recurring tag Fitzgerald uses to describe his characters. Daisy leans forward and talks in a low voice; Tom is restless and hulking; Jordan balances something on he chin. What is Fitzgerald’s purpose in describing them thus?

15. Consider how the first chapter of this novel is critically important in the development of plot, characters, and themes. 

Chapter 2:

1. Describe the “valley of ashes.” What does it look like and what does it represent?

2. Dr. T. J. Eckleburg is described as “a pair of eyes watching over everything.” What is the symbolic significance here?

3. Describe/characterize George and Myrtle Wilson separately. How do they seem to fit into the setting?

4. What kinds of things does Myrtle read? Who does she refer to as “these people”?

5. Describe the setting of Tom and Myrtle’s love nest apartment and its symbolic significance. 

6. While Nick is sitting in the living room, where are Tom and Myrtle?

7. From what Myrtle said about her husband, what is it that makes him “below” her? What are the differences she observes between Tom and her husband and what does this reveal about her character?

8. Why don’t Tom and Daisy get divorced? Why won’t Tom ever marry Myrtle?

9. Describe the violent outburst Tom exhibits against Myrtle. What does this reveal about him? Other than money, what does Myrtle get from Tom? Why is Tom pursuing an affair with a middle-class woman rather than an upper-class woman? How is this consistent with his characterization? 

10. Describe the party. Who are the guests nad what are they like? How does Myrtle transform? What kinds of activities and conversations take place here? What image are Myrtle’s friends trying to portray?

11. Consider the role of false images in terms of gender. Who tends to portray false images more—men or women?

12. Why does Nick see himself as both inside and outside the party? How is this in keeping with his characterization?

13. Contrast the green light at the end of Chapter 1 with the gray images in the valley of ashes in Chapter 2. what thematic statement do the contrasting images reveal?

14. Consider the possibilities of an agrarian society being the epitome of the American Dream. Find evidences of farming or pastoral scenes and diction in the first two chapters which suggest the belief fulfills the American Dream. 

15. How can George Wilson be said to symbolize the American Dream? 
16. Reflect upon Fitzgerald’s poetic style, focusing especially on the vivid metaphors and images, such as his description of Catherine. How is Fitzgerald a disciplined writer with great control of his prose?

17. Consider descriptions of archetypal heroes including their mysterious beginnings associated with rumors and a mythical power. Consider Gatsby as such a hero, based upon the rumors surrounding him. 

Chapter 3:

1. How often are there parties? What is a fortnight?

2. What is the significance of his liquor?

3. How is the fruit described at the beginning of the chapter similar to Gatsby’s guests?

4. What are the “rules of an amusement park” that are referred to in the chapter?

5. Do Gatsby’s guests seem like fun people to be around? Why or why not? What is revealed when Nick says that people aren’t actually invited to Gatsby’s parties—that they just sort of go there?

6. Why does Nick come to the party? Pay attention to Nick’s judgments. What do they reveal about his character , especially in light of his opening comments?

7. Describe Gatsby the first time Nick sees him. What rumors have we been told about Gatsby? Why does Fitzgerald reveal rumors rather than fact? What are the two theories about Gatsby’s past? What does Nick think of Gatsby after meeting him? What is the contrast between Gatsby and his party?

8. What do we learn about Jordan? How are Jordan’s guests different than other guests? 

9. Who is Owl-Eyes? What is his symbolic significance? Why does the owl-eyed man refer to Gatsby as a real Belasco?

10. Why does Nick choose to share his thought/feelings with Jordan? What new impressions do you have about her character? Nick thinks he’s one of the few honest people he knows—why? Do you think he’s honest? Consider Nick as a symbol of honesty and Jordan as a symbol of dishonesty. Describe their characters in terms of veracity and credibility. 

11. Trace references to music in the Jazz age—specific songs, instruments, descriptions of sounds—and draw a conclusion about their purpose(s). What were the dominant musical types in the 1920s. 

12. What are the seven deadly sins? Analyze the characters in terms of these sins as well as virtues.  

Chapter 4:

1. Is Gatsby “old rich” or “noveau rich”? Why does Fitzgerald list all of Gatsby’s party guests? Why does Gatsby call Nick “old sport”?

2. List all of the rumors told about Gatsby? What does Gatsby communicate when he embellishes his background for Nick? Why does Gatsby tell Nick about his life?  Do you believe Gatsby? Does Nick believe him? 

3. Describe Mr. Wolfsheim. What are his business practices and connections with Gatsby? What are your impressions of him? What does this tell you about Fitzgerald’s politics?

4. How to Gatsby and Daisy know each other? What do you think her relationship with Gatsby was? What was the timeline of Gatsby and Daisy’s relationship? Why do you think Gatsby waited so long to make contact with Daisy? What is Gatsby’s plan?

5. What does Jordan’s story of Daisy’s marriage reveal about Daisy? Why do you think she married Tom? What do you think there marriage life was like? What is ironic about Gatsby appraisal of Jordan? What is the significance of the letter?

6. What does Gatsby want from Nick? Why does Gatsby want Daisy to see his house? What does this reveal about Gatsby?

7. What do we learn about Tom from the accident? How does Gatsby react when he meets Tom?

8. Nick says, “There are only the pursued, the pursuing, the busy and the tired.” What does Nick mean? How does each character in the novel fit into this schema? Show how this quote contributes to the development of the plot and theme in the novel.

9. Show how the American Dream associated with America’s past has succumbed to mercenary, almost exclusively materialistic values, derived form get-rich-quick schemes. Find corresponding evidence in the novel.

10. Determine where this chapter fits on the pyramid of dramatic structure: antecedent action (or what has taken place before the action of the novel begins), inciting moment (or the catalyst which creates interest in the actions and conflicts which follow), rising action (or the intensifying of interest and suspense), climax (or the most intense moment from which there is no turning back for the protagonist), reversal (or falling action), and denouement (or tying up of loose ends). Defend your decision.

Chapter 5:

1. How does Gatsby feel about Nick? Why does Gatsby offer Nick work? How does Nick feel about this? Why does Nick reject Gatsby’s offer of business?

2. Why does Gatsby deliver so many goods and services to Nick’s house? What is the mood in Nick’s house? What is significant about Nick’s embarrassment during the tea, and the fact that he leaves and walks around the house?

3. What hint is given in the story of how Gatsby’s house was built? What does the story about the history of Gatsby’s house say about American society?

4. What does Gatsby reveal about his past and the source of his wealth? Why is important to know that Gatsby made his money instead of inheriting it?

5. Why is Gatsby dressed in a gold tie and silver shirt? How is Gatsby affected by Daisy? How does he affect her? Does Gatsby really believe, as he tells Daisy, that his house is always full of interesting, famous people? Why does Daisy cry while at Gatsby’s house? Why is this significant? 

6. What is significant about Klipspringer’s song? How is Nick set apart from those he observes?

7. Explain the significance of the green light. 

8. The reunion of Daisy and Gatsby, a rather sordid relationship, signals simultaneously the beginning and the end of Gatsby’s dream and of his success. Justify this statement.

9. Describe the driving forces behind the following relationships: Nick and Gatsby, Nick and Jordan, Tom and Daisy, Daisy and Gatsby, Tom and Myrtle.

Chapter 6:

1. How truthful was Gatsby when he relayed the story of his life to Nick? What do we learn about his true past? Why does Fitzgerald reveal the truth about Gatsby’s background at this particular point in the novel?

2. Who is Dan Cody? What is ironic about Dan Cody? What symbol does he represent to Gatsby? What parallel is suggested by the fact that Gatsby never got the inheritance bequeathed to him by Cody?

3. Does fulfilling the American Dream give Gatsby contentment? Has he truly accomplished the American Dream? What motivates Gatsby’s search for wealth and position in society?

4. Describe the meeting between Tom and Gatsby. What does the meeting reveal about them? Why did Daisy and Tom (and his friends) find Gatsby’s party loathsome? How did Gatsby measure the success of his party? 

5. Why didn’t Tom and his friends invite Gatsby to dinner? What is the irony of Tom’s remark that women run around too much and meet the wrong kind of people? How does Tom sense immediately that Gatsby is a bootlegger?

6. Why does Daisy say she’s giving out “green” cards? What is the meaning of the ladder that Gatsby imagines he say in the blocks of the sidewalk? Why didn’t Gatsby and Daisy get married 5 years ago? 

7. Upon kissing Daisy Fay, what finality does he create? How is this different that the character 17-year old boy described in Chapter 6? When Nick told Gatsby “you can’t repeat the past,” Gatsby replied “Why of course you can!” Do you agree with Nick or Gatsby?

8. Study the various parties and guest at the parties in order to construct arguments that typify America and Americans at play in the 1920s. What do the parties reveal about these guests?

9. Consider all the meanings of Daisy’s admiration for the movie director leaning over his wife. Does she see herself in that image? Is Fitzgerald simply magnifying film, a new medium in the 1920s?

10. Gatsby grew into adolescence after being introduced to tawdry lifestyle on Dan Cody’s yacht. Show how the boy on the yacht was ironically more worldly and realistic that the unrealistic adult gazing longing at the green light.

Chapter 7:

1. Who is Trimachio? Explain how this describes Gatsby.

2. Describe Daisy and Gatsby’s new relationship. Once Gatsby meets Daisy, he stops throwing his parties and he sends party-goers away from his door. What other major changes has Gatsby made to his house? Why has Gatsby made this change?

3. Daisy invites Nick and Gatsby over to her place. When they arrive, Tom leaves to get them all drinks. In his absence, how does Daisy behave? What does this reveal about her character? This action is interrupted with the introduction of Pammy. Who is Pammy? Why does Gatsby view Pammy with surprise? 

4. As they struggle with the heat, Daisy asks what they will do with the rest of their lives. Why is this question especially meaningful coming from Daisy at this point in time? Why else is it significant that this question is coming from someone as wealthy as Daisy? What comment is Fitzgerald making about the influence of wealthy?

5. As Tom begins to notice the affection between Gatsby and Daisy, he comments to Nick and Jordan that he has a “second sight,” as if to say that he has an instinct and an insight into people. What is ironic about this? Compare Tom Buchanan and George Wilson. What did each man learn about his wife and how did they each react? What is wrong with Wilson in this chapter? When Tom realizes that he is losing both his wife and his mistress how is his emotional response ironic?

6. What does the conversation in the hotel room reveal about the following characters: Gatsby, Daisy, and Tom? Describe the fight between Gatsby and Tom. What do these men think of each other? How are they similar and how are they different? 

7.  What is Nick’s response to the following characters: Tom, Gatsby, and Jordan? What is the significance of Nick’s thirtieth birthday? What do you think Tom and Daisy were saying to each other in the kitchen?

8. Why did Tom insist that Daisy and Gatsby drive home together? Do you think Tom knew Daisy was driving the “death car”? Why or why not? Why are Tom and Daisy reconciled at the end of this chapter?

9. Why is Gatsby left standing outside Tom’s mansion “watching over nothing”? How does Nick react when he realizes Gatsby’s innocence? At this point, how would you end the novel?

10. Trace the recurring images of eyes, and ascertain the purposes of those images. Consider blindness on any level, as well as sight.

11. Explain the significance of the comments: “They weren’t happy… and yet they weren’t unhappy either. There was an unmistakable air of natural intimacy about the picture, and anybody would have said that they were conspiring together.” Relate this statement to the Modern movement.

Chapter 8:

1. How does Fitzgerald achieve a melancholic mood in the beginning of this chapter? How are the seasons used in constructing this novel? What significance do we see in the weather? In the first paragraph, what evidence is there of foreshadowing?

2. How late does Gatsby stand outside Daisy’s house waiting to see if she needed him? Why does Nick advise Gatsby to go away for a while? Why does Gatsby choose to tell Nick a strange story about his youth with Dan Cody? 

3. What increased Daisy’s value in Gatsby’s eyes, beyond her wealth and her beauty? Page 149 explains Gatsby’s surprise at falling in love with Daisy: “He had intended, probably, to take what he could and go – but now he found that he had committed himself to the following of a grail.” Why is Gatsby’s love for Daisy described in religious terms? How is this story an ironic inversion of a knightly quest for the grail?

4. Why did Daisy marry Tom instead of Gatsby? Why didn’t Gatsby return to Daisy immediately after the war? Why does Daisy’s wealth always remain in the foreground of Gatsby’s feelings and memories of her? What is the significance of Gatsby’s grudging acceptance that if Daisy did love Tom once, it was “just personal”?

5. What did Wilson find in Myrtle’s bureau wrapped in tissue paper? How does Dr. T. J. Eckleberg affect Wilson? What do the eyes of Dr. T. J. Eckleberg symbolize to Wilson? After learning who owns the yellow death Car, what does Wilson do? 

6. Who says “You can fool me, but you can’t fool God”? What does the character mean by this statement?

7. What is Jordan’s biggest concern when she talks to Nick about the previous night’s event? How do “middle class” people treat one of their own when tragedy strikes? 

8. How does Wilson track Gatsby down? Who does he think Gatsby is? What action occurs between Wilson and Gatsby?

9. When Nick leaves Gatsby, how has he changed since the beginning of the novel? How does Nick’s statement, “You’re worth the whole bunch put together,” show his admiration for Gatsby? How does Gatsby respond to this compliment?

10. Why does Fitzgerald choose this point in the novel to present a detailed discussion of the initial love affair between Gatsby and Daisy? Why does Daisy always seem mysterious to Gatsby? 

11. What is the irony of the reference to Gatsby’s “ancestral home”? Why is it important that Nick thanks Gatsby for his hospitality? 

12. Some of the characters in the novel symbolize a production ethic; others symbolize a consumption ethic. Classify the characters accordingly and draw conclusions about the American Dream, as you understand it, from Fitzgerald.

13. Eyes and sight recur frequently in the novel. What is Fitzgerald’s statement about the ability to distinguish between illusion and reality?

Chapter 9:
1. Wilson is determined to have been a “madman” and a man “deranged by grief.” How is Wilson in his own right a victim in Fitzgerald’s story? 

2. Why does Nick end up taking care of Gatsby’s funeral arrangements? Why is he responsible in the end? Why is this situation both appropriate and ironic? Who attends Gatsby’s funeral? How and why is this significant (think as the author)?

3. When Nick tries to get a hold of Daisy, he finds out that she and Tom have left. Why did they leave? Who tells Nick, “Let us learn to show our friendship for a man when his alive and not after he is dead… After that, my own rule is to let everything alone.” Why does he not attend Gatsby’s funeral? What unsuspected guest does attend Gatsby’s funeral? What is the significance of his attendance?

4. What two emotions are pulling at Mr. Gatz? What is the irony of Mr. Gatz’s admiration of the house? 

5. Mr. Gatz shows Nick Gatsby’s childhood copy of a book called Hopalong Cassidy. On the inside was written Gatsby’s adolescent, youthful resolutions. What is the pathos in this? Are these resolutions consistent with the adult Gatsby’s behavior? What is revealed about his character?

6. Nick reflects on the Midwest and the East Coast. Which one does Nick consider home and which one is Nick not suited for? Why does he feel that Gatsby’ tragedy is a contrast between East and West?

7. Why does Nick go to see Jordan before he returns home to the Midwest? How does Jordan respond? What is the significance of Jordan’s comment about the “bad driver”?

8. How did Nick know that Tom was connected to Wilson’s final act? Who bears more responsibility for Gatsby’s murder – Tom or Wilson? How does Tom cling to his image of himself just as Gatsby clings to his dream of Daisy? Why does Nick finally shake hands with Tom?

9. Why does Nick compare the Dutch sailors to Gatsby? In the last four paragraphs, Fitzgerald ends by associating the romanticism of Gatsby’s dream to the romanticism of America (the Dutch settles). Why does he do this?

10. How is the story an ironic twist of the American Dream? Consider the comparisons/similarities between Daisy and Gatsby, Daisy and Tom, Myrtle and Wilson, Myrtle and Tom, and Nick and Jordan.

11. Mick speaks of the corruption of Gatsby’s guests and Gatsby’s “incorruptible dream.” How do these phrases begin to pull all the threads of the story together? Compare the beginning and the ending of the novel. Has Gatsby changed? Has Nick changed? Explain and justify your response.

